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AN AMS RADIOCARBON DATE FROM GRAVE BSII
OF THE COPPER AGE CEMETERY OF REMEDELLO SOTTO
(Brescia, Northern Italy)

SUMMARY - A small sample of human bone from Tomb BSII of the Chalcolithic cemetery of Remedello
Sotto (Brescia, Northern Italy) was processed with the AMS technique. It gave a date of 4070 + 70
BP (Beta-35224; ETH-6196) corresponding to 2711 (2609) 2512 cal BC yrs (1 sigma).

RIASSUNTO - Una datazione radiometrica per la Tomba BSII del cimitero Calcolitico di Remedello
Sotto (Brescia). Viene presentata la datazione radiometrica eseguita con il metodo dell’acceleratore su
di un frammento di osso di calcagno del piede destro dello scheletro di inumato della Tomba BSII del
sepolcreto di Remedello Sotto. L’analisi ha fornito il risultato di 4070 + 70 BP (Beta-35224; ETH-6196)
corrispondente a 2711 (2609) 2512 cal BC (1 sigma).

The Copper Age cemetery of Remedello Sotto lies on the left bank of the river
Chiese in the lower Po Plain of eastern Lombardy. It was excavated by Bandieri,
Chierici and Ruzzenenti between 1884 and 1886 (Cormni, 1898-1902) who brought
to light 124 graves later attributed to the Remedello Culture (AcANFORA, 1956). Two
of these, namely tombs BSI and BSII of Cornaggia Castiglioni (1971), are now in
the Museo Civico di Scienze Naturali di Brescia. BSII is the skeleton of an adult
male (CorRAIN, 1963) buried on his left side in a crouched position. The grave
goods consisted of three bifacial, flat retouched, tanged arrowheads of the so-called
Remedello type, one small greenstone adze, one white marble pierced pendent and
one T-headed silver pin (Fig. 1). A small sample of bone (grms 19) was taken from
the right calcaneum and sent to Beta Analytic for radiocarbon dating. The bone
collagen was later processed by the Eidgenossische Technische Hochschule of the
University of Zurich which made the AMS measurements in triplicate. The human
bone sample from Tomb BSII was quoted as 4070 + 70 BP (Beta-35224; ETH-
6196) corresponding to 2711 (2609) 2512 cal BC (1 sigma) (PEARSON ef al., 1986).

This date well fits into the range of those obtained from the Copper Age cemeter-
ies of the Po Valley and related regions such as Spilamberto (BacoLiNi, 1984) and
Manerba del Garda (BArRrFIELD, 1983) which clearly preceed the appearance of the
first aspects of the Bell Beaker Culture in Northern Italy.
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Fig. 1 - Tomb BSII from which the bone sample was taken (arrow).
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